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What do (did?) local authority music services offer 
young people?
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Malvern

























































































































































































music teachers, also 
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Historical characteristics 
of Local Authority Music 
Services 1945+ VARIETY!
• Main client group children 
aged 7/8-18
• Links with school curriculum 
provision variable (often not 
much)
• Non-statutory so Local 
authorities interpreted their 
responsibilities in different 
ways.
• Uneven provision within local 
authority (e.g. primary vs 
secondary, school type, rural 
vs urban).
• Variation in charges 
(e.g. some tuition 
free, some low cost, 
some higher cost, some 
instrument loans 
charged for, ensemble 
fees)
• Variation in fee 
remission policies
• Relatively little access 
monitoring
• Public funding variable
VULNERABLE TO 
BUDGET CUTS!!!



















































But public subsidy meant ‘public access’, right?
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'pragmatic mind-set’
- Demand outstrips 
supply
- Professionals ‘on the 
ground’ making tough 
choices regarding access
'halcyon view’ – those 
benefiting from system 
often look back fondly 
on their experiences –
it worked for them! –
successful learners often 
become next generation 
of teachers, policy 
makers and lobbyists
'pyramid' or ‘apex’ model 
of musical opportunity
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The function of music teaching in school 
should be to provide for its continuous development 
as a means of expression and source of enjoyment throughout 
life. It should furnish all children with healthy tastes, most
children with simple vocal skill and many with instrumental 
practice; and the exceptionally gifted should be afforded 
suitable facilities and teaching up to any degree of proficiency
Board of Education (1944: 155, emphasis added)
1944
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In absolute terms the number of children whose talent is such that 
they are potentially of professional musician calibre is very small. .. 
It is essential to start with a broad group within which [musically 
gifted and talented children] can be more easily identified… 
(Gulbenkian, 1978: 33)
1978
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(Coopers and Lybrand/MORI, 1994: Figure 1)
1994
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Most music services have a well-structured and established 
‘pyramid’ of ensemble opportunities that they provide for 
junior, intermediate and advanced players and singers.
(Ofsted, 2002: 23)
2002
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Henley (2011: 12)
2011
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DfE (2011: 18)
2011
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Theory and research support for the 
‘pyramid’ model
Despite developments in 
learning and teaching and 
changing patterns of 
engagement with music...
Despite significant social, 
cultural and technological 
change...
research suggests ‘individual 
instrumental teaching has 
actually changed very little 
in response' (Creech & Gaunt, 
2012: 695).
‘The situated 
curriculum is embedded 
in the general habits 
and traditions of the 
community, and it is 
sustained and tacitly 
transmitted from one 
generation to the next, 
thereby embodying 
intervening 
modifications in the 
system of practices’ 
(Gherardi et al, 1998: 
12-13).
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Implicit or ‘hidden’ 
Selection Criteria
• Ability to pay fees 
(tuition, purchase/hire 
instruments)
• School culture & historical 
relationship between 
music service and school
• Geographical distance 
from teaching/rehearsing 
sites
• Family car ownership
• Instrument size and 
weight
• Perceptions regarding 
pupils’ home life and 
environment
• Family value/awareness 
of arts and culture
• Ethnic/cultural 
background of pupil
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Taking a theoretical lead from Bourdieu…
'concerted cultivation'
observed tendency of 
middle class (American) 
families to seek out 
opportunities perceived 
to have a beneficial 
social, economic and 




- complex coherence of 
financial, social and cultural 
resources by which…
- …some parents actively 
prepare their children to 
‘navigate institutional 
settings, to be perceived 
favourably by teachers, and 
to see their own place in 
the status hierarchy as 
privileged’ (Parcel & Hendrix, 
2014: 363)
'resource boosters'
'favourable conditions both at 
home and at school' (Parcel 
and Dufour, 2001: 888)
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Implicit or ‘hidden’ 
Selection Criteria
• Ability to pay fees 
(tuition, purchase/hire 
instruments)
• School culture & historical 
relationship between 
music service and school
• Geographical distance 
from teaching/rehearsing 
sites
• Family car ownership
• Instrument size and 
weight
• Perceptions regarding 
pupils’ home life and 
environment
• Family value/awareness 
of arts and culture
• Ethnic/cultural 
background of pupil









pupils are often less 
involved, even when 
provision is free.
This National Plan… 
aims for equality of 
opportunity for all pupils, 
regardless of race; gender; 
where they live; their levels of 
musical talent; parental 
income; whether they have 
special educational needs or 
disabilities; and whether they 
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Social grade
ABRSM (2014) Where are we now?
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